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 Every Sunday, the Sunday newspaper shows up with a magazine insert in it called Parade.  It tends to run a lot of 
celebrity interviews and things like that.  In those puff-piece interviews, there’s a question that shows up with some 
regularity.  The interviewer asks the celebrity, “If you could eat dinner with any one historical figure, who would it be?”  
Presumably, this offers the celebrity a chance to impress us all with the uniqueness and insight of his answer. 
 For the Christian, though, this question can have only one answer.  If we got the chance to share a meal with any 
one person who has ever walked the earth, it would have to be Jesus.  That’s the obvious choice. 
 However, even though it’s the obvious choice, that doesn’t make it the safe one.  If we get the chance to talk with 
Jesus, then Jesus also gets the chance to talk with us, and there’s no way He would waste that opportunity in 
inconsequential chit-chat.  We can be certain that having a conversation with Jesus would be a life-changing experience, 
and not necessarily in a pleasant way.  He would look deeply into our souls and tell us what we needed to hear, whether 
we wanted to hear it or not.  In many ways, having that little talk with Jesus would be like making an appointment with the 
doctor to learn whether we have cancer or not.  The prospect should make any Christian at least a little apprehensive. 
 Sadly, none of us will ever get the chance to have that conversation, at least not before it’s too late for us to 
change.  However, that doesn’t mean that we’re left in the dark about what Jesus would say to us.  The Scripture presents 
His responses to a number of different types of people, and all of those types are just as present today.  He would talk to 
us just like He talked to the people who were like us 2000 years ago.  Let’s look, then, to see what Jesus would say to us. 
 
Welcoming the Repentant 
 First, we can be sure that Jesus would welcome the repentant.  There are many passages of Scripture that would 
illustrate this point, but let’s look at the story recorded in Luke 7:36-50.  As always, I come away from this story amazed 
by the Master’s wisdom and grasp of human nature.  The ones who are going to love Jesus the most are the ones who 
believe that they need Him the most.  Was Simon any less in need of the grace of Jesus than this repentant, sinful woman?  
Not hardly.  He was a sinner too.  The main difference between Simon and the woman was that he didn’t know he was a 
sinner and trusted in his own righteousness, but she understood her own sin and looked to Jesus to save her. 
 Recently, I saw this distinction as clearly as it could be displayed in the demeanor of our newly restored sister 
Mary.  This was back when she first began to visit with us on Sunday nights.  Then as now, I was preaching my way 
through the book of Hebrews.  When I’m in the pulpit, I don’t really notice crying babies and that sort of thing, but I can 
tell whether someone is listening or not.  On this particular Sunday night, I noticed three different groups of people in the 
auditorium.  There were the Christians who wanted to learn more about God, and they were listening attentively.  There 
were the Christians who were there to punch their spiritual time clock, and they were staring at the ceiling fans or 
whatever.  Then, there was Mary.  She was listening to this fairly technical sermon about Jesus interceding for the sins of 
the people, and she was weeping.  Why?  Because she knew she was a sinner, and she knew she needed a Savior. 
 Brethren, that bone-deep understanding of our sin and our need for salvation is one of the most important things 
that we can remember as Christians, and yet, it is one of the easiest things to forget.  As we keep on coming to church, we 
learn more and more about God’s will for our lives, but if we lose track of our own need for forgiveness, we’re going 
backwards.  I don’t know what-all Mary did before she repented.  I don’t need to know.  It’s none of my business.  I will 
say, though, that if God were to judge us on our own merits, there’s not a one of us who would show up as any less a 
sinner than she.  It doesn’t matter if we’ve lived as faithful Christians for the past half-century.  It doesn’t matter if we’ve 
given generously of our time and our money to the service of God.  None of that makes us righteous.  The only thing that 
can make us righteous is when we come to Jesus on our knees, too ashamed of ourselves to look Him in the eyes, tell Him 
that we have sinned, and plead with Him to forgive us.  Jesus will never turn away a soul like that. 
 
Rebuking the Complacent   
 Second, it is just as certain that Jesus would rebuke the complacent.  We see just one of many such rebukes in 
John 9:39-41.  In context, Jesus has just healed the man who was blind from birth, and He makes a startling declaration.  
The first part of it isn’t so startling.  Yes, Jesus came to give sight to the blind.  We just saw that.  However, He also says 
that He came to blind those who already see.  Clearly, this doesn’t mean that Jesus is going to run around poking out 
people’s eyes with a sharp stick.  Instead, He is speaking in a spiritual sense.  He is going to give insight to those who 
acknowledge that they are spiritually blind, and He is going to confound those who think they’ve got it all figured out. 
 The Pharisees who are standing by understand all this perfectly, but they don’t like their choices.  These are the 
teachers of Israel, after all, and they don’t want to acknowledge that they’re clueless, but at the same time, they don’t want 



to end up being spiritually blinded either.  In response, they try to opt out.  They say in effect, “But Jesus, we’ve got 
everything figured out.  Surely You’re not going to blind us, are you?”  Jesus’ answer to this is typically brilliant.  He tells 
them that they are the ones who have condemned themselves by their refusal to admit their need for help. 
 Today, there are untold millions who suffer from the same problem as the Pharisees.  They come in all kinds of 
different flavors.  There are people who refuse to come to church because they believe that they are perfectly righteous on 
their own.  There are people who would rather cling to the practices of some denomination than obey God’s plan of 
salvation.  Finally, there are Christians who believe that they’re just fine where they are spiritually, so they don’t need to 
work on rooting sin out of their lives or growing more like Jesus.  As different as these groups are, they all share the same 
basic problem of complacency.  They all think they’re going to coast into eternal life and don’t need to change. 
 As kind and gracious and forgiving as Jesus was in His dealings with the repentant sinner, He was every bit as 
stern and harsh in His dealings with the self-righteous and complacent.  Indeed, the most withering words that ever 
passed His lips were directed at the self-satisfied Pharisees.  Jesus is willing to pour out an ocean of mercy on the broken 
in spirit, but He will not spare a drop for those who are too proud to accept that they need it.   
 Brethren, if we allow that pride to take root in our hearts, it will doom us just as surely as the Pharisees.  The devil 
loves to turn our attention to all of the good things that we do, to all of the wicked things that the people around us do.  
If we want to sing our own praises, he will gladly supply the backup band.  Satan loves to do all of those things because he 
knows that the more we lift up ourselves, the less we will lift up Jesus.  The more we reflect on how good we are, the less 
we will remember that only God is good.  We will spend our days trusting in ourselves that we are righteous, and only on 
the day of judgment will we find out how badly that trust was misplaced.  We must turn to Jesus for healing and sight.   
 
Demanding Total Commitment 
 Third, whatever our spiritual condition might be, Jesus would demand total commitment from us.  Once again, 
the Scripture records numerous instances of Him doing this, but for perhaps the most famous, we can turn to Mark 
10:17-22.  Even though Jesus takes advantage of the opportunity to describe the perils that accompany riches, this story 
isn’t about money.  It’s about the heart.  By his own standards, the rich young ruler was a pretty good guy.  In fact, I 
suspect that if we had polled his friends and acquaintances, they would have agreed that yes, this was a righteous young 
man.  I’m convinced that he wanted to do good and serve God.  He wasn’t just looking for a pat on the head from Jesus.  
Instead, he really, really wanted to know how to inherit eternal life, at least until Jesus told him the truth.  He was brought 
face to face with the unwelcome realization that as much as he loved God, he loved money more. 
 More than any other, it is this story that makes me apprehensive about the prospect of a conversation with Jesus.  
I can imagine listening to the profound wisdom that accompanies every word He says, expressing my delight about the 
thought of spending eternity with Him, and then He looks at me with eyes filled with love and says, “Matt, there’s one 
thing that you lack.  Get rid of this one thing, and follow Me.”  Then, I have to face the gut check of a lifetime. 
 The gut check wouldn’t necessarily be about money.  In fact, in my case, I don’t think it would be.  Instead, it 
would be about anything in our lives that we put ahead of Jesus.  It could be our loyalty to our families.  It could be the 
unscriptural marriage we’re involved in.  It could be our jobs.  It could be the porn habit we refuse to surrender.  It could 
be the soul-winning we refuse to engage in.  Regardless, Jesus would look into our hearts, identify it, and say, “You know 
that one thing you refuse to give up for Me?  What a coincidence!  That’s the one thing that you have to give up.  Give it 
to Me.  Now.”  And then, once the words are out of His mouth, we’ve got a decision to make. 
 As frightening as that prospect is, as intimidating as the prospect is of knowing what the one thing is we hold dear 
that stands between us and God, the even more intimidating prospect is not knowing.  If we had the opportunity to eat 
dinner with Jesus, we would have to ask the same question as the rich young ruler, because if we didn’t know what our 
fatal flaw was, we would never be able to correct it.  Of course, we don’t get to eat dinner with Jesus.  We don’t get our 
spiritual diagnosis straight from God’s mouth.  None of that, however, diminishes our need for the truth.  This, in fact, is 
one of the questions that should drive us again and again to the word of God.  One of the most important reasons we 
have to study the Scripture is so that we can hold it up as a mirror of ourselves and learn what is standing between us and 
eternal life.  This requires absolute, brutal honesty.  If we start lying to ourselves about what the word requires, we will lie 
ourselves straight to hell.  God has no patience for those too lazy or self-deceived to discern His will for their lives. 
 As important as that unflinching attention to the Bible is, it’s only half of the equation.  It’s not enough for us to 
read a passage and say to ourselves, “Yep; that’s something that I refuse to give up for the Lord.”  That does us no good.  
Instead, we must also dedicate ourselves to getting rid of the stumbling block.  This doesn’t happen all at once.  If we’ve 
spent decades developing some evil habit, it may well take us decades to un-develop it.  Those years may be filled with a 
patchwork of success and failure, with a steady course of taking two steps forward and one step back.  That’s OK.  We 
can be forgiven of those failures, and God will forgive us as long as He sees a heart determined to serve Him.  What God 
will not forgive is indifference to the sin in our lives.  We need to be devoted each day to battling those evils for Him.   


